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Leviticus 12:1 - 15:33

The ceremonial uncleanliness of a woman after childbirth did not have to do with the act of bearing a child. Bearing children in the Old Testament was a great blessing and women who could not bear children were even thought to be out of God’s favor. The rituals concerned with the postnatal days must have related to the blood of the discharge after birth. Commentators agree that these chapters do not necessarily relate to any sin, but to normal functions that resulted in the body’s loss of blood or to infectious diseases, and had to do with proper procedures in each of the situations described. The identification and handling of the conditions was practical and the cleanliness sought was ceremonial, guided by the priests who also served as what we might call health officers for the nation.


Commentators seem pretty consistent in their acknowledgement that there seems to be no particular reason for the time of separation after the birth of a girl to be longer than that for a boy.  Some do point out that the time away from the everyday work of the home may have been welcomed by the new mother as a time of rest and bonding with her new child. 



The chapters concerning leprosy can be a little confusing until we learn that the Hebrew word translated here can refer to any one of several kinds of skin infections and can refer to mildew and other contaminations in the case of a home or other object.  Some commentators point out that doctors can see the symptoms of at least three different kinds of skin infections and diseases in these chapters. As with childbirth, the instructions have to do with physical identification and ceremonial cleansing rather than spiritual unworthiness. 


By the time of Jesus leprosy had become a disease assumed to represent God’s curse on the sufferer due to some sin. When Jesus healed lepers He was not only proclaiming that they were welcome in His presence, but because of the Jewish tradition that only God could heal a leper (since He had cursed the victim) Jesus was also declaring His divinity.  

